
   

     

              

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD  

 

   PRELUDE Praise Ye the Lord of Hosts      Camille Saint -Saens 

      Once He Came in Blessing                    Paul Manz  
          Come, Thou Long -Expected Jesus      Gilbert M. Martin       

 

    INTROIT   Of the Fatherõs Love Begotten   

           Sanctuary Choir   DIVINUM MYSTERIUM  
 

   LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES   
                                The Schubert Family  

God is making the final preparations for an  

amazing thing!  Now is the advent of the  
long -awaited Messiah, our bringer of hope, our 
Prince of Peace, our leader of love.  
We wait, we prepare, we make straight the way.  

We celebrate the coming of Christ with the lighting 

of the Advent candles.  
We are people of  hope, a people of  peace, a 
people of love.  

At first there was the frail light of a single candle of 
hope daring to pierce through the darkness of  
despair and sin.  
Then there was the candle of peace, the gentle 

and persistent fire.  

Today we light the candle of love.  No other word 
so adequately captures the spirit and goal of our 
faith.  No other word so completely describes what 

we know of our God.  
For God so loved the world that a child was 
given.  A Savior was made in the form of love 
incarnate.  

We gather, then, in Christian love.  
We give thanks for a love that passes under-

standing, and we wait the dawning of Godõs  
pervasive and enduring love once more this  
Advent season.  

May this candle of love give light to the world!  

Listen to the words of John chapter 3:16 -17...  
I now light the candle of love.  
 

Let us pray:  Almighty God prepare our hearts so 
that the dear Christ may enter in and be born in 
us.  Fill us with his love for you and for your peo-

ple everywhere; for we pray in his name.  Amen.  
 

*  PROCESSIONAL HYMN 38      CAROL 
        It Came Upon the Midnight Clear           
   
                   

    WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

NINE LESSONS  AND CAROLS  

FOR CHRISTMAS  

 

     LESSON ONE                        Genesis 3:8-15 

  God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of 

 woman shall bruise the serpentôs head.             

                   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel           Helman 

          Handbell Choir    
 

 LESSON TWO              Genesis 22:15-18 

  God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the  

  nations of the earth be blessed. 

              Prepare Thyself, Zion                   J. S. Bach/ arr. Scott

                          Melissa Daniell, solo 
 

    LESSON THREE                            Isaiah 9:6-7 

  Christôs birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah. 

                    Keep Your Lamps                            Thomas 

           Sanctuary Choir 

    Jimmy Davies and Ben Oravec, percussion 
 

 CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS  
 

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

   LESSON FOUR               Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9 

  The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 

                         Lo, How a Rose Eôer Blooming               Praetorious 

                Ambassador Choir 

 

    LESSON FIVE                                             Luke 1:26-35, 38 

  The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

                      Hurry to Bethlehem               Larson         

       Ambassador Choir 
               

 LESSON SIX                   Luke 2:1-7 

  Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 

                           Brazilian Christmas Carol            Harlan

                 Ambassador Choir and Sanctuary Choir  

    Jimmy Davies and Ben Oravec, percussion 
 

 LESSON SEVEN                Luke 2:8-16 

  The shepherds go to the manger. 

     Go Tell It on the Mountain              Work 

                       Childrenôs Choir        

 

   LESSON EIGHT            Matthew 2:1-11 

 The wise men are led by a star to Jesus. 

                  Star in the East                             White 

          Sanctuary Choir 

 

   OFFERING OF SUBSTANCE AND LIFE   
 

   OFFERTORY             In Dulci Jubilo                   J. S. Bach 

*  CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE    Hymn 53, stanza  3 
  So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh;  

  Come, one and all, to own Him!  

      The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him.  

      This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;   

          Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of  Mary! 

 

*  PRAYER OF DEDICATION     
   How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given.   

 Dear God, help us to listen, that we may receive the Gift and 

 become gifts to others, in Christôs name.  Amen.  

 

*  LESSON NINE             John 1:1-14 

         John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 

       What is This Lovely Fragrance?                       Willan 

                Sanctuary Choir 
 

*  CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
 

*  CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                      Hymn 31 

        Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  

 

*  POSTLUDE   Salvation Now is Come to Earth    J. S. Bach  

 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

WORSHIP NOTES 
Readers of the Lessons today are:  1)Agnes Campbell, 2) Lane Dobbs, 

3) Theodosia Wade, 4) Renee Skaggs, 5) Elizabeth Daniell, 6) Abbey 

Grace Venham, 7) Doug Arnold, 8) Connor Jessup,  9) Frank Luton  

*  Please stand if you are able. 

*  Please enter the sanctuary in a spirit of reverence as we prepare to  

     worship God.  Remember to turn  off cell phones during the  

     service. 

¦ Janet Burtts ñhome after sur-
gery 

¦ Brennan Simkins, 7 year old  
      cousin of the Hay family -  
      chemo treatment in preparation  
      for second bone marrow trans - 

      plant at St. Jude Hospital in  
      Memphis.  
¦ David Shane, nephew of Doug & 

Sherri Bolton - heart surgery  
¦ Darrell Davis - surgery  
¦ Jo Ellen Kimball, cousin of Char-

lotte Epps, awaiting lung trans-
plant  

¦ Jonathan Paschal - chemother-

apy  
¦ Chris Weesner - home  
¦ Bob Lanford, Father of Rob Lan-

ford - cancer treatment   
¦ Betty Bailey - radiation and  
      chemotherapy  
¦ Danny Vining - radiation  
       therapy  
¦ Buddy Hughes - Hodgkins  
      disease, friend of Judy Davis  

¦ John Braden - home  

Covington Square  
¦ Rita Harrell and  
¦ Joy Knight  

 
Nursing Homes:  
¦ Maymenell Bohanan ðRiverside #202  

¦ Sarah Chesnut and  

¦ Sarah Hooten - Covington Manor  

¦ Mary Cline -Azalea Gardens, 
Conyers  

¦ Margie Rutherford -Rockdale 
Health Care Center  

¦ Hal Cline  

¦ Gretchen Buendia -  

      Parkwood Nursing and  

      Rehabilitation  Center,  
      Snellville  

Military:  
¦ David and Savannah Rickert  
¦ Mike Laib  
 
The hospital team member who 
will be visiting people this  
week is Betty Robinson.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  

 

Covington, Georgia  
December 13, 2008  

Third Sunday of Advent  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF  

William B. Wade, Jr.               Pastor 

Louly Fowler Hay   Parish Associate 

Dan Walden   Director of Youth  and             

                           Childrenôs Ministry 

Peni Haug Secretary-Treasurer 

Alan Bunn                  Choir Director 

Alice Walker     BA, CAGO, AAGO 

           Organist/Senior Choir 

Aubrey Evans & Maria Serrato    

                      Nursery 

Deana Graham          Director of the 

           Early Learning Center 

 

Caring for Our Youngest 

Members in the  

Nursery: 

Jessup Family 

Ardis Family 

Next week:  

Stephanie Scarborough 

Angie Houck 
 

 

Hosts 

Terri Digby & John McCarthy 

 

Ushers: 

Terri Digby & John McCarthy 

J. L. Johnson 
 

Sound System: 

Ken Walker 

THANKS TO THOSE SERVING US TODAY  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION 

Class of 2009 
Doug Bolton 

Elizabeth Daniell 

Terri Digby 

Lane Dobbs 

Barbara Johnson 

Bill Loeble 

Cy Wolverton 

 

Class of 2010 

Stephanie Fortson 

Ruth McDaniel 

Jonathan Miller 

Pam Stillerman 

Gene Wallace 

 

Class of 2011 
Jean Blair 

Carol Dunbar 

Rick Gunter 

Jay Lanners 

Donna Weesner 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT FPC  

 Sunday, December 13 

   9:45  Sunday School 

 11:00  Worship Service   

 Noon Session Meeting 

   3:00 Youth to the ñNutcrackerò 

   5:00 Young Adult Fellowship 
         

           Tuesday, December 15 

  11:45 Prayer Group 

 12:00 Advent Prayer Service 

    4:00 Exercise Class 

 

 

 Thursday, December 17 
    3:00 Covington Square Party  
  

  Sunday, December 20 

   9:45   Sunday School  

 11:00   Worship Service  

   5:00 PW go Caroling 

   6:00 Youth Christmas Party                

 

Christmas Joy Offering  will be collected  

today. This fund is used to assist active and  
retired Presbyterian workers and for support of 
our denominationõs racial ethnic schools.   
Envelopes for this offering are in your bulletin.  
Please put òJoy Giftó in the memo space on your 
checks.  

 

WELCOME TO  
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF COVINGTON  

  

If you would like information about membership or the  
programs, mission, and fellowship of the church, speak to 

one of the pastors as you leave or call the church office at 
770 -786 -7321.    

 

FAX number:  770 -786 -6596  

 E-mail:  Billy Wade:  wbwade@bellsouth.net  

Dan Walden:  djwalden@mac.com  

Church Office:  penihaug@bellsouth.net  

Website: www.fpccov.org   

Mailing Address: 1169 Clark Street  

Covington, Georgia   30014  

 
All gifts for the Angel Trees, Bike Fund, Empty Stocking 
Fund, etc. are due today.  If for some reason you have not 
brought them today, you may speak with Doug Bolton, Rick 
Gunter or Jean Elder to see when/where you can drop them 

off on Monday.  
 

Young Adult Gathering:   This evening the Young Adults 

will gather for fellowship, food and games, Sunday, December 
13, from 5 -7 p.m.in the fellowship hall.  Bring a dish to share 
and a sack supper for your children.  A nursery will be pro-
vided.  All are welcome!  
 

Prayer Group : Tuesdays during Advent, 11:45 ñ12:30  
 

Advent Prayer Service:   Tuesdays, from 12:00 noon until 12:20 

p.m. the sanctuary will be open for prayer and reflection.  Some mu-
sic will be played, some Scripture read, some brief prayers offered 

and some silence provided to help us to listen for the voice of God.  
 

No Wednesday activities until January.  
 

Covington Square - Cookies and punch for residents (Jean 
Elder and Presbyterian Women) Thursday, 12/17, 3:00 p.m., 
in the Martin Fellowship Hall.  
 

Ambassador Choir Thursday, December 17 - Meet at 12:30 PM  at 

Ken and Alice Walker's house, 8214 Wood Street, Covington, GA 

30014.   Easy directions will be provided.   The address is not far 

from First Presbyterian Church.   Wear festive holiday attire and 

bring your choir folder.   After lunch we will have rehearsal of  our 

Christmas music at Alice's house, and  then go as a group to the 
FPC Fellowship Hall by 2:45 PM to sing for the Presbyterian 

Women's Christmas Party for residents of Covington Square at 3:00 

PM. No rehearsals on December 24 or December 31.  

 

    Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

         December 24, 2009  

                                  7:00 p.m.  
            
Bike Fund Wrap -up   This yearõs Bike Drive was successfully 
concluded with the purchase and delivery of bicycles and tri-
cycles for the list provided by Newton County DFCS.  Thanks 
to the generosity of our church family, 40 needy kids will have 
a more joyful Christmas this year.  

The Art is by 

Resident  

Artists of FPC.  

We thank them 

for sharing 

their gifts with 

us. 


