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The deadline for the October ñFirst Press ò is September 20, 2010.  Please submit your articles  
and information to the church office by email: penihaug@bellsouth.net or  

by dropping off your copy at the church office.  Thanks!  

Time Sensitive Church News  
Please Do Not Delay  
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1  Bryan Johnson 

6  Mark Hanson  

7  Lisa Hanson, Jerry McGaffney  

9  Margaret Hughes, Pam Stillerman  

11 Reed Blakeney 

14 Spencer Boyd 

16 Mary Crudup, Essie Greer, & Glen Selin  

17 Chris Martin, Jay Lanners  

18 Pat Harper  

20 Sallie Paschal, Cindy Moon 

24 Murray McClure, Ann Bouchillon  

26 Jane Williams  

27 Robin Hillman, Adriane Ivey -Hawley 

28 Tottles Tingler  

30 Roger Tingler, Aubrey Evans  
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Dr. Beth Johnson, J. Davison Philips Professor of New Testament 
Language, Literature and Exegesis, at Columbia Theological Seminary 
in Decatur will preach on Sunday, September 19.  That day, a number of 
faculty, staff and students from the seminary will be filling pulpits around 
the southeast.  Help us welcome Dr. Johnson to Covington. 

 

Prayer Emphasis  
 

   During the month of September Sunday worship services will be focused on 
prayer.  The sermons on Sept. 5, 12 and 26 will explore our calling to be a peo-
ple of prayer, both as a church and as individuals. 
   On Saturday, September 25, you  are invited to join members of The Prayer 
Group on a morning retreat to the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers.  We 
will be reading Scriptures, discussing our understanding of prayer and offering 
our prayers for ourselves, one another, the Church and the world.  We also will 
have a conversation with Lou Harky, author of the book, Prisms of Life, and wife 
of a Presbyterian minister.  We will begin at 9:00 a.m. and end with lunch at 
noon. 

Columbia Theological Seminary Sunday  

Montreat Congregational Retreat  
 

Itôs not too late to join the fun and fellowship of 
this retreat in the lovely hills of North Carolina. 
We have 19 rooms reserved at Montreat for the 
Retreat which will be held November 5-7.  Sev-
enteen (17) of the rooms have already been re-
served, so if you would like to attend, please 
make your reservation as soon as possible!  
(We have to give a firm # by Sept. 3) Use the 
green forms found in the narthex or register on 
our website.  Fill out the form and attach your 

check to it, (1/2 of the total is now due) then turn it in to the church of-
fice as soon as possible.  For those who have already made your reser-
vation, the next installment (1/2 of the balance) is now due, and the 
final payment will be due on October 24.  Call Peni in the church office 
if you need the total figure. 
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Session Highlights  
 

August, 2010 
A Called Meeting of the Congregation was held August 
15 for the stated purpose of electing three members 
from the congregation to the Nominating Committee 
which will propose names of elders for the Class of 
2013.  Jean Blair and Pam Stillerman were previously 
elected by the Session to serve on this committee.  Jodi 
Walden was nominated from the Youth Council.  Carol 
McGiboney, Doug Bolton and Bill Loeble were nomi-
nated from the floor.  Motion was made to accept all 
three names, rather than vote on two; therefore, the 
Nominating Committee is composed of Jean Blair, 
Doug Bolton,  Bill Loeble, Carol McGiboney, Pam 
Stillerman, and  Jodi Walden,  The nominating commit-
tee will report to the congregation as soon as possible. 
 
Stated Session meeting was held on August 8, 2010.  
Items of importance included: 

Approval of Sunday School literature for use in Ju-
bilee Class and Foundation Builders Class.  Presby-
terian 101 Class to be offered for five Sundays be-
ginning on Nov. 14. 
Friendship Supper Club dinners will take a hiatus 
and resume after further planning. 
Termite repair and re-treatment of old sanctuary 
area has been successfully completed. 
Plans were discussed for completion of the ñPark 
Projectò area where the old Food Pantry was de-
molished. 
Sherri and Doug Bolton have accepted chairman-
ship of this yearôs  Stewardship Program 
Prayer Retreat will be held at the Monastery on Sat-
urday, Sept 25, 9-12. 
Copies will be purchased and given to each church 
family of the denominationôs special issue of  

     Presbyterian Today  magazine, entitled ñWelcome to 
the Presbyterian Church.ò This resource will be 
shared with church members to serve as an intro-
duction and overview of all things Presbyterian. 

 
Carol Dunbar 
Clerk of Session 

 

Session Meeting  

The Session will meet for its regular meeting on 
Sunday, September 12, immediately after the 
morning worship service.   We will be receiving 
new members. 

From the Finance Team  

 
2010 

 

 
Monthly  
Budget  

July  
Actual 

Income/
Expenses  

Year to 
Date  

Income  
Expenses  

Pledge  
Income 

32,633. 31,960. 227,042. 

Non-Pledge 
Income 

2,083. 2,383, 21,588. 

Other Income 1,080. 952. 7,610. 

Expenses  37,796. 41,733. 256,885. 

Net Totals  (-1998.) (6,437.) (644.) 

From Lauren Slingerland  
 

ñI thank my God every time I remember you, con-
stantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers 
for you all, because of your sharing in the gospel 
from the first day until nowò (Philippians 1:3-5). I 
thank my God every time I think about my time at 
First Presbyterian Covington. Over the summer you 
opened your lives and hearts to me and welcomed 
me to Covington and to the church. You welcomed 
me to be a part of the many ministries of the church 
and the many ways you are ministering to one an-
other and the community. My faith was encouraged 
by the witness to God you all proclaim in many dif-
ferent ways. Thank you for allowing me to see the 
ways God is at work in you and to partner with the 
amazing work that God is doing at First Presbyte-
rian Covington. David Lamotte, a singer/song writer 
from Montreat, has a song about saying goodbyes. 
He writes, ñYour love isnôt wasted just because 
your heart is sore. All that love just stretched it out 
and now it holds a little more.ò   My heart is 
stretched to even greater capacity as I came to 
know and love the FPC church family. Though we 
know this isnôt a true goodbye and plan to visit  
often! Thank you also for the very generous love 
offering you gave to Stephen and me. We are so 
truly grateful and overwhelmed by the generosity 
you offered us throughout our time at Covington. 
Your gifts will pay for my books for the year and 
help Stephen and me make ends meet in lots of 
ways. And as I journey through my senior year and 
beyond, I am supported by your witness and I 
thank God every time I remember you. Thank you 
for your sharing of the gospel and for welcoming 
me into your ministry and the family of God at First 
Presbyterian Covington. 
 

Peace and Joy, 
Lauren Slingerland 
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

   
 
 
 
 
   

1 
 
 

2 
 

 

10:30  
  Ambassador  
    Choir  
11:30 Prayer 

3 4 
 

8:00  Menôs   
    Study and  
     Breakfast  

5 
9:00 Handbells  
9:30 Childrenôs 

Choir  
9:45 Sunday School  
11:00 Worship  

 

6 

 

Office Closed 

for Labor Day  

7 
 

4:00 Exercise  
 
 

8 
 
4:00 Adventure    
        Club  
6:00 Mid -week  
         Feast  
6:45  Study Group  
7:00  Sanctuary  

9 
 
10:30  
  Ambassador   
  Choir  
11:30 Prayer 
Group  

10 
 
 

11 
 
 
 

12      

 

9:00 Handbells  
9:30 Childrenôs   

Choir  
9:45 Sunday 

School  
11:00 Worship   
Noon Session  
           Meeting     

13 

 

 
 
 
7:00 Handbells  
          for Fun  

14 
 

 

Circle Meetings  
 

I & IIï 10:00 a.m. 
IIIð7:00 p.m.  
IVð10:30  
VIï 7 p.m.  

 

4:00 Exercise  

15   
 
 
4:00 Adventure  
         Club  
6:00 Mid -week  
         Feast  
6:45  Study Group  
7:00  Sanctuary  
         Choir  
 

16 
 

 

10:30  
  Ambassador   
  Choir  
11:30 Prayer 
Group  
 
 
 
 

17 

 

 

 
 

18 

 

19  
9:00 Handbells  
9:30 Childrenôs      
           Choir  

9:45 Sunday 
School  

11:00  Worship  
      

20 

Newsletter  

Deadline  
 

Office closes  
    at noon  
 

7:00Handbells  
        For Fun  

21 
 
 
4:00 Exercise  
 
 

22 
 
4:00 Adventure  
        Club  
6:00 Mid -week  
         Feast  
6:45  Study Group  
7:00  Sanctuary  
         Choir  

23 

 

10:30  
  Ambassador   
  Choir  
11:30 Prayer 
Group  

24 
 
 

 

25 
 
9:00  Prayer   
    Retreat at the    
    Monastery  

26  

9:00 Handbells  
9:30 Childrenôs 

Choir  
9:45 Sunday  
        School  
11:00 Worship  
Congregational 

Meeting  
6:00 Youth  

27 
 
Office closes  
    at noon  

 

7:00 Handbells  
        for Fun  

28 
 
 
4:00 Exercise  

29 
 
4:00 Adventure  
         Club  
6:00 Mid -week  
         Feast  
6:45  Study Group  
7:00  Sanctuary  
         Choir  

30 
 
 

10:30  
  Ambassador   
  Choir  
11:30 Prayer 
Group  
7:30 Circle 5  

October 1  October 2  

 

Visit us at: www.fpccov.org  
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SERVING US IN AUGUST  

 

Nursery Schedule  

TBA 

9/5: 

9/12: 

9/19: 

9/26: 

 

 

 

Ushers for August  

Jon & Jane Williams, chair 
Sam and Sambo Hay 

 

 
Sound  

Ken Walker 
 

 

Hosts  
9/5: Stephanie Fortson 

Donna Weesner 
9/12: Jerry Gunter 

9/19: Agnes Campbell 
9/26: Lynn and Jonathan Miller 

 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION 
Class of 2010  

Stephanie Fortson 
Ruth McDaniel 
Jonathan Miller 
Pam Stillerman 
Gene Wallace 

 

Class of 2011  
Jean Blair 

Carol Dunbar 
Rick Gunter 
Jay Lanners 

Donna Weesner 
 

Class of 2012  
Bernice Bailey 
Rebecca Bates 
Mac Cranford 
Judy Hooten 
Warren Liem 

Prayer Group:  Everyone is in-

vited to join the Prayer Group which 
meets every Thursday from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:00 noon in the Bride's Par-
lor.  Call Grace Ottley at 678-712-9405 
or Alice Walker at 770-787-6915, if you 
have any questions. 

Bears and Thermostats  
 

This topic is back by popular demand!  Remember the drillðòtoo hot, too cold and just right.ò  Two recurring 
issues are involvedðcomfort and energy savings.  The following plan is designed to accomplish both:  All 
thermostats will be set and electronically locked at a range of 74º and 78º.  The ELC is a high occupancy 
and high activity area, and temperatures will be modified accordingly.  During 
cold weather the heat will automatically come on at 68º.  The thermostats are 
set to automatically provide comfortable temperatures during occupancy, then 
revert to the higher setting when areas are vacant. 
 

Dan Walden and Peni Haug will be responsible for making adjustments during 
regular business hours, and Rick Gunter will be on call for special occasions 
such as weddings. 
 

The Facilities Team greatly appreciates your patience and cooperation as we continue to pursue the ñjust 
rightò goal. 
 

Office Note:   If your group meets any time at the church, we ask that you put the meeting or activity on the 

church calendar every time.  This not only ensures that you have a suitable place to meet, it will mean we 
can make sure that the area is cooled or heated properly.  Thanks for your cooperation! 

New Address for Betty Parker  

6688 Mighty Oaks Drive  
Gulf Shores, AL 36542  
Home:  1 -251-948-4411 
Cell: 678 -925-9568 

 
     Ushers Needed for October  

Four Ushers are needed each Sunday in  
October.  If you are able to help, call  
Stephanie Fortson at 770-786-0695. 
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News and Activities in the Life of the Church  

   As September approaches, we 
look forward to another exciting year.  
A peppy group of younger gals, óThe 
Fifth Wheelô, will increase our troops 
to six circles. For those who study 
the book of Revelation, Linda Boyd 
and Mary Bollinger are quite en-
thused about their three day training 
at Columbia Seminary.  Four words 
seem to summarize this book: hope, 
praise, Christ centered, and jour-

ney.  They have many good ideas and lesson plans to 
improve our study.   
   Thanks to the very hard work of Mary Bollinger, our 
yearbooks will be available for the first meeting.  (See be-
low for the meeting times)  
   All women, please mark your calendars for Sunday, Oct. 
3rd for our ñKick Offò  salad luncheon.  Following the ser-
vice we will meet in the Martin Fellowship Hall for a meal 
and program.  As women we can love and support each 
other, we can study together to increase our faith, and we 
can work to keep our church a growing and vital part of 
our community. 
 

Circle meetings:  
 

Circle 1:  Tues. Sept. 14, at 10:00-Ann Bouchillonôs  
     home 
Circle 2:  Tues. Sept. 14 at 10:00.  Bettie Millerôs home 
Circle 3:  Tues. Sept 14 at 7:00 pm.  Barbara  
       Johnsonôs home 
Circle 4:  Tues. Sept 14 at 10:30.  In the Fellowship  
     Hall 
The Fifth Wheel:  Thur. Sept 28 at 7:30.  Location TBA 
Circle 6: Tues. Sept 14 at 7:00 .  Judy Hootenôs home 

Menõs Breakfast  

 
The Menôs Breakfast Bible Study will start up again on 

Saturday morning, September 4, 
at 8:00 a.m., at the Town House 
Café (behind the church) on 
Washington Street.  We will be 
studying the book, Men Worth 
Knowing:  Biblical Meditations for 
Daily Living, by J. Elsworth Ralas. 
Dr. Ralas has been a pastor, pro-
fessor and seminary president. He 

has written a number of books. 
   The lesson this month will be: ñLiving on Borrowed 
Timeò, the story of Simeon (Luke 2:25-35).  After this 
month, we will meet on the 2nd Saturday mornings, Oc-
tober 9, November 13, and December 11.  Come and 
bring a friend. 

MID -WEEK FEAST  

BEGINS  

Join us on Wednesday,  
September 1, 2010  

 

at 6:00 p.m.  
Martin Fellowship Hall  

 
 
 
 
 
 

The menu will be:  Mr. Clarenceôs barbecue ribs, 
baked beans, coleslaw and bread.  

 

Sign up and bring friendsé 
best $5.00 dinner in town! 

 

To make a reservation each week, fill out a  
reservation slip found in the church pews,  

call the church office, 770-786-7321, or go to the 
website:  www.fpccov.org and sign  

up on-line. 

Dear Church Friends, 

 

On behalf of our entire family, we'd like to  
express our heartfelt appreciation for all the kind-
nesses extended to us at the passing of  our 
brother, Joe.  The many 
cards, calls, visits and 
prayers really helped us 
cope with our loss.   
   Joe was very ill off 
and on for 18 months 
and he felt the steadfast 
support of this congre-
gation by many different means.   Your caring con-
cern truly made a difference to him and to us.  
 

Love, Leon & Margaret Hughes         

Vacation Note:  Peni Haug will be out of the 

office from Sept. 18-30.  If you have invoices to pay 
or you need reimbursement for expenses, get them 
to her by Sept. 15, or they will not be paid until at 
least October 1.   Ruth McDaniel will be in the 
church office most of the time except when she has 
other commitments. Ruth will be doing the bulletin 
and newsletter, so you may this e-mail.com to sub-
mit news:  penihaug@bellsouth.net   Leave mes-
sages on the office voice mail and calls will be re-
turned as soon as possible.  Thanks! 
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 FAMILY CONNECTION  

Early Learning Center News 
 

Greetings from your pre-school!  We have had our smoothest school start yet, and 
we are so thankful.  From our teachers' pre-planning and Open House to our first full 
week of school, you all have been helpful.  We thank our amazing Board Chair, Carol 
Dunbar , for her commitment to the ELC - she helps us at every turn!  Our two Open 
Houses were successful, and we appreciate all of the help of Rebecca Bates, Jean 
Blair, Ann Bouchillon, Carol Dunbar, and Stephanie Fortson.   The awesome 
sandbox on our playground had a much-needed face-lift this summer, and we have Sam and Loucy Hay  to 
thank!  You all make such a difference with your prayers, gifts and support. 
 

We have welcomed many, many new faces to our pre-school family!  Please come for a visit, and get to know the 
pre-school that you all support.  There are amazing things happening down in the school hall, and I would love for 
you all to see, first-hand, the memories being made each day!  With great anticipation for another wonderful 
school year,  Deana 

ñNavigating Retirement and Elder Care Optionsò 
Sunday, September 19

th
 @ 9:45 am 

Wednesday, September 22nd @ 6:30 pm 
 

Join us this month for several exciting opportunities to meet with the residents and 
staff of Presbyterian Homes of Georgia while they share with us the ins and outs 
of retirement planning.   

Thursday, Sept. 9th - our Ambassador Choir and Silver Saints will visit 

Presbyterian Homes in Austell for some singing, a tour of the facility, and lunch with the residents.  
Weôll leave from FPC at 9:00 am.  Join us!! 

Sunday, Sept. 19 th ï PHG staff will provide an overview of retirement planning and elder care options 

during the Sunday School hour here at FPC. 
Wednesday, Sept. 22 nd ï PHG staff will join us for Mid-Week Feast to provide an expansion of the 
Sunday morning discussion followed by a question and answer period. 

 

These programs are designed for anyone who is looking at retirement for themselves or for their parents, so all 
adults are encouraged to come.  Consider bringing a friend from the community as well.  Childcare will be pro-
vided for both sessions.  Presbyterian Homes of Georgia  have been serving senior adults for over 50 years.  As 
you are planning for your future, you will want to consider Presbyterian Homes for your Georgia retirement home.  
They offer gracious retirement living in the Atlanta area, with the comforts of home in mind.  Excellent nursing 
care, assisted living, and residential living cottages and apartments are available at Presbyterian Homes facilities 
in Atlanta, Decatur and Austell, Georgia. (www.phgainc.org). 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Sunday Mornings @ 10:00 am  

Join us for doughnuts, juice and coffee in the fellowship hall between 9:30 am and 10:00 
am, then head off for a refreshing, educational experience in one of our Sunday School 
Classes. Weôve got classes for everyone!  

Nursery - birth to toddler.  
Pre-School - toddler to 3 yrs.  
Early Elementary - Pre-K to 1st grades  
Older Elementary - 2nd to 4th grades  

Middle School - 5th to 8th grades & High School - 9th to 12th grades  
 

Adult Classes also meet at this time. Special classes are held occasionally throughout the year. Beginning on 
November 14th , we will have a special 5-week study on Presbyterian 101 - ñWhat it means to be Presbyterianò.  
This is a great class for all of us, especially those who come from other traditions. 
Please consider exploring your faith and this faith community by joining us for Sunday School. If you have any 
questions about Sunday School, please contact Dan Walden at the church office.  

 

Lecture Series to Resume  

Wednesday, September 1  

 
The Fall DVD Lecture Series begins on Wednesday, September 1, after the Mid-Week Feast.  
This yearôs series will focus on five of the Worldôs Great Religions:  Christianity, Islam, Judaism, 
Buddhism, and Hinduism.  A different professor will 
present on each of the five religions. 
 

Last year, our group averaged 12-15 in attendance at 
the series, ñThe History of Christian Theology,ò and 
our goal for this year is to average 20-25 people every 
week.   
 

The lectures will  take place in the Youth Lounge and 
begin promptly at 6:45, with discussion afterward. 
 

Our denomination has always emphasized the impor-
tance of education, and these lectures present a great 
opportunity for lifelong learning and being a good Presbyterian.  Call Ellis or Carol Dunbar if you 
have questions, 770-787-2657. 

The Story of Moses:  

 From the Book of Exodus  
 

Find and circle these words:  
 

Basket     Burning Bush  Deliverance  

Egyptian     Hebrew   Nile River  

Pharaoh    Plague  Red Sea  

     Slaves 

Moses was found floating in the reeds  

http://www.phgainc.org/

