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The God of Easter 

 
Methodist Bishop, William Willimon, tells of visiting with a man as he lay dying.  He 
asked him what he was feeling there at the end.  Was he fearful?  “Fear? No,” he 
responded. “I’m not fearful because of my faith in Jesus.” 
 

“We all have hope that our future is in God’s hands,” the pastor said, somewhat pi-
ously. 
 

“Well, I’m not hopeful because of what I believe about the future,” the man said.  
“I’m hopeful because of what I’ve experienced in the past.” 
 

Willimon prodded him to say more. 
 

He said, “I look over my life, all the mistakes I’ve made, all the times I’ve turned 
away from Jesus, gone my own way, strayed and got lost.  And time and again, he 
found a way to get me, showed up and got me, looked for me when I wasn’t looking 
for him.  I don’t think he’ll let something like my dying defeat his love for me.” 1    
The God of Easter is a God of relationships: creating, redeeming, reconciling,  
re-creating.    
 

Out in the garden, the church garden, inside the brick 
wall, is a stone on which there are words of Jesus, 
remembered by John.  They say:  “I will take you to 
myself, that where I am you may be also.”  Besides 
the names of a few of us on the small stones lying 
around the larger one, there is nothing else. 
 

There is not sufficient imagination, or hope, or love in 
us to change the way the world works.  It only comes 
from beyond us, from the One who created the world 
by calling if forth and who calls us by name, that we 
might go forth into the new world God is bringing. 

                               
     Billy 
 
 
_____________________________ 

1 (William Willimon, “Preaching Easter in Alabama”, in Journal for Preaching, vol. 
XXXI, no. 3, Easter 2008, p. 8) 
 

classes listed on page 5 



Page 2                 First Presbyterian Church 

2013 
February 

Numbers rounded 

 

Monthly 
Budget 

Actual  
Income/ 

Expenses 

YTD  
Income 

/Expenses 

 

Pledged Income 
32,472   

Non-Pledge 
Income 

2249   

 

Other Income 
375   

 

Expenses 
36,404   

 

Net Totals 2/28/13 
1,306   

News and Notes 

Pledge  
Shortfall 
for 2013 

 

(-3,320) 

Please let us know 
your new address, 

phone number or e-
mail address when-

ever you have a 
change.  Thanks! 

Weekly E-newsletter: 
 

Send us your e-mail  
address if you are not  
receiving it already.  Just 
send an email to:  

info@fpccov.org 

 

Session Highlights 

 Elected Peni Haug as Church Treasurer for 
2013; 

 Approved rearrangement of line items of call to 
pastor; 

 Noted election of Alice Walker, Moderator and 
Sherri Bolton, Vice Moderator of Presbyterian 
Women; 

 Approved The Rev. Al Myers to preach on 
April 14; 

 Informed that Session records for 2012 were 
approved by Presbytery without exception. 

 

Bill Loeble, Clerk of Session 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Session will meet on the 3rd Sunday,  April 
21, in the fellowship Hall immediately after the 
morning worship service. Note the change of 
date.   

Presbyterian Women 

Please mark your calendars for the circle 
meeting that you would like to attend and 
call the hostess of the group to say you’ll 
be there or to get directions. 
 

Circle I -  Tuesday, April 2, 10:00 a.m.  
will meet at the home of Ann Bouchillon. 
 

Circle II—Tuesday, April 2, 10:00 a.m. will meet at the 
home of .Betty Robinson. 
 

Circle III—Tuesday, April 2, 10:30 a.m.  Janet Carmi-
chael will be our hostess.  Rachael Mason will lead us in 
Lesson 8, "The Bad Seeds". 
 

Circle IV—Tuesday, April 2, at 7:00 p.m. will meet at the 
home of Stephanie Scarborough. 
 
Circle  V— Tuesday, April 9, at 7:00 p.m. will meet at the 
home of Judy Hooten. 

 
Bring donations of food 
to the church or drop 
them off at the Commu-
nity Food Pantry from  
9:00-11:00 Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday or 
Friday.  Call (770) 784-
0037 for directions.  

  

 

Special requests for April:   canned fruit 
 

You can send “Get Well” cards for Clarence Price to 
Parkview Manor Nursing &  
Rehab Center 
460 Auburn Avenue N.E. 
Atlanta, GA  30312 

Easter Cross 
 
A cross will be erected on the 
front lawn of the church.  
Please bring cut flowers and 
help decorate it in a celebra-
tion of the Resurrection!  



 First Presbyterian Church    

News and Notes 

THE WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
STUDY GROUP 

6:45 pm in the Church Parlor  
after Mid-Week Feast 

    

Upcoming Studies: 
April 3

  
  No DVD Lesson – Spring  break for the 

      local schools 
April 10  Paul, The Hero of Acts 
April 17  Paul, The Epistolary Evangelist 
April 24  Jesus of Nazareth 
April 31  The Christ of Faith 

DVD Presentation by  
Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, Professor,   

Vanderbilt University Divinity School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GIRL SCOUT TROOP 28544 
is pleased to announce that FPC 
members and Junior Girl Scouts of 
this troop Liane Bouchillion, Tory 
Bouchillion and Abbey Grace Ven-
ham have earned the Girl Scout pin. 

 

“MY PROMISE – MY FAITH” 

The new Girl Scouts My Promise, 
My Faith pin invites girls in grades  
K-12 to experience a faith journey 
through exploration of the Girl Scout 
Law and teachings from their faith.  
After completing several steps along 
this journey, these three girls would like to share with 
you, their faith community, their own faith statements 
from their chosen line in the Girl Scout Law. 

 

Responsible for What I Say and Do 
Liane Bouchillion 

I realize that the things that I say and the things that I 
do in life are a reflection on me; therefore they are 
also a reflection on God. When you act in certain 
ways, you are honoring him. I will try every day to do 
that! 

Honest and Fair  
Tory Bouchillion 

I think that being honest and fair throughout your life 
is very important. If you’re not honest, then how will 
anyone ever believe you when you need them to the 
most, and how do you expect anyone to befriend you 
if you’re not fair? God wouldn’t want you to tell lies 
and not be fair to other people. 

 

Courageous and Strong 
Abbey Grace Venham 

A line in the Girl Scout law says to “be courageous 
and strong”.  I have faith that I can be strong and 
courageous through the support of my God, my 
church and my family.  They will be with me  
wherever I go.  

THE GREATEST GENERATION & FRIENDS 
SUPPER CLUB IS EATING OUT TOGETHER 

Monday, April 22, 2013,  11:30 AM  
at MAMA MARIA'S 

 

We are going to have a fun time together every other 
month or whenever we want to get together.  Call Carol 
McGiboney @770-786-7998 if you need a ride other 
than what we planned. 

TIME TO DINE TOGETHER 

The FPC Friendship Supper Club is reforming!  What  a 
great way to better know each other than to meet for 
dinner at a member's house.  A schedule is being pre-
pared for four pairs of folks to meet at a designated 
home.  Presently we have about 32 couples/pairs that 
will be assigned to 8 different groups who will meet three 
times a year.  We would like to expand this group, so if 
you have not signed up yet, please call the church office 
or call Carol McGiboney at 678-739-8443 before April 
10th.  Also, please indicate if you are willing to host one 
of the dinners.  Of course, each guest will be bringing 
something.  The first gathering will be at the end of 
April.  See you at dinner.   

 

The Silver Saints 
(people 55 years old and 
above) and the Ambas-
sador Choir will meet for 
lunch on Thursday, April 
11, at 12 noon in the  

Fellowship Hall.  Newcomers are welcome to join us 
for the meal and the wonderful fellowship that always 
occurs.  Please call the church office at 770-786-
7321 to make a reservation.  This will assure that 
food and seating will be adequate. 



FAMILY CONNECTION 
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** Early Learning Center News ** 
Howdy FPC Family, 
  
This month at First Presbyterian Early Learning Center we are focusing on two special things:  1)
our monthly theme “Animal Babies”, and 2) getting ready for An Art Affair.  What fun we are hav-
ing!  I would like to invite any of you who have small animals (chickens, goats, bunnies, etc.) to 
share them with us here at FPELC.  Please contact me if you would like to set up a time for that. 
  
Our next unit of study for the month of April is “Under the Sea.”  Our upcoming Bible verse comes 
from Psalm 119:105,  “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”   
  
I would like to extend another invitation to all of the FPC family for 
our 6th annual An Art Affair.  The event will be held Friday, April 
19th, at 6:30 p.m. at the American Legion.  I encourage all of you 
to tour the ELC and observe all of the amazing art hung around the 
rooms.  Our teachers, students, and even some parents have all 
been working diligently on these one of a kind creations.  We will 
also have the best raffle yet!  We have tickets to many Metro attrac-

tions including the Georgia 
Aquarium, the World of Coke, 
the Center for Puppetry Arts, 
Zoo Atlanta, and more.  The success of this one event is the 
financial driving force of the ELC.  So, come on out and sup-
port the school.  Tickets are currently on sale; they are $10.  
Please let me know if I can reserve some for you. 
  

Registration for 2013-2014 
As many of you may know, we 
are currently enrolling students 
for the upcoming school year.  

We have a few spaces left in our 1 year, 2 year, and 3 year pro-
grams.  If you or anyone you know is still hoping to get a spot for 
next year, please have them contact me right away. 
  
We continue to love having our very own children’s library.  We 
were blessed in March to have amazing guest readers:  Kelli 
Swords and Janet Carmichael.  What a blessing the library has 
been to our children and school at large! 
  
As always, thanks for all of your support and God Bless!  ~Krissy 

Youth Sunday 
Sunday, April 28th @ 11:00am 

  
Join us for a special worship experience designed and led by our Middle 
and High School youth.  
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Other News 

Organ Recital 
 

The historic Druid Hills Presbyterian 
Church has renovated its sanctuary.  
Our former organist, Cliff Frierson, who 
is the organist at Druid Hills PC, will be 
giving a dedication recital on Sunday, 
April 28, at 4:00 pm.  We are invited to 
come see and hear. 
 

Higher Ground 
 

You are invited to listen in on an interfaith con-
versation among four long-time Atlanta faith 
leaders:  The Rev. Joanna Adams (former Pas-
tor of Trinity Presbyterian Church, North Deca-
tur Presbyterian Church and Morningside Pres-
byterian Church in Atlanta), The Rev. Joseph 
Roberts (former Pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church in Atlanta), Rabbi Alvin Sugarman and 
Imam Plemon El-Amin.   
 
The Higher Ground blog is an ongoing series of 
insightful messages and you are invited to join 
the blog to share  your insights on the topics 
they present.  To subscribe take these simple 
steps: 
 

 Go to http://www.highergroundgroup.ord/?
p=978; 

 In the subscribe box, enter your email ad-
dress and push the “subscribe” button just 
below the email address entry space. 

 A window will immediately pop-up into your 
screen from FeedBurner. 

 Follow the directions on the pop-up win-
dow, which should ask you to enter a vo-
cabulary code.  After you have entered the 
code, push “Complete Subscription Re-
quest.” 

 You will receive an email from FeedBurner 
in the address inbox that you provided.  
Please open this email and confirm your 
subscription to the receive the posts from 
Higher Ground. 

 
 
 
 
 



Witness News 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION 

Class of 2013 
Patrick Carmichael 

Judy Davis  
Denny Dobbs 
Aubrey Evans 
Dave Gregory 

Class of 2014 
Debra Arnold 

Bill Loeble 
Darcel Tabb 

Roger Tingler 
Cy Wolverton 

Class of 2015 
Gary Boteler  
Billy Fortson 

Jan Giles 
Jim Stillerman 
Kevin Weber 
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Nursery Volunteers 

4/07:  Gregory Family  

4/14:  Baxter Bouchillon Family 

4/21:  Shawn Evans Family 

4/28:  Trista Hooten-Wilson 
 

 

SERVING US IN APRIL 

Hospital Visitors 
Week of: 

 

4/07: Alice Walker  

4/14:  Mary Bollinger 

4/21:  Ann Bouchillon 

4/28:  Linda Boyd 

Ushers for April 
 

To be announced 

Sound Engineer:  Ken Walker 

Mission Trip to  
Nicaragua 

Once again we are look-
ing forward to a mission 
trip to Nicaragua.  For 
those of you wanting to 
be a part of this mission, 
here are some sugges-
tions: 

“Baby Bag” supplies—receiving blankets (new or 
gently used), small packs of baby wipes, small lo-
tions and powders, pacifiers, diaper shirts and baby 
toys. 
 

We will be delivering water filtration pots.  Pots can 
be bought for $28 each or loose change can be col-
lected in the “pots for change” found in the narthex. 
 

Small toothpaste and toothbrushes, travel size 
soaps, shampoos, and lotions are also good. 
 

On April 13, we will have a garage sale in Fayette-
ville.  If you have books, movies, CDs, etc. that you 
would like to contribute, call Judy Davis 770 464 
4025.  (No clothes please) 
 

Cash donations will be used for medical supplies, 
transportation to hospitals and clinics, Bibles and 
snacks for prisoners, and other needs that God 
shows us when we are there.   
 

Donations can be made for the main project this 
year—building a visitor room for the local jail.  Over 
half of the money needed has been collected.  
Checks can be made to the First Presbyterian 
Church with the designation, Nicaragua Mission. 

SHELTER CHILDREN’S 

PARTY 

The Homeless Shelter, formally 
known as the Garden of Gethsema-
ne, is located at 7133 Turner Lake 
Circle. A party makes a good time for 
children whose situations are 
changed due to no fault of their own.  FPC has spon-
sored this community outreach for nearly 3 years.  We 
anticipate each gathering at the shelter will be no longer 
than 1 hr and only 1 or 2 people are needed to assist or 
actually host the affair.  Refreshments, crafts or games 
make a party and can be simply done.  Can you contrib-
ute your time or ideas to continue the success of this 
community outreach?  Please contact Jean Elder follow-
ing Sunday service or call 770-787-7951. 

 

 

DEVOTIONAL MINISTRY 

 
 

 
The Devotional Ministry is happy to welcome Beth 
Vining to our team.  Now you will have Patti Lan-
ford, along with Agnes, making three on the team.  
Please continue to bring us your materials, and pick 
up materials in the narthex and Jubilee Room.  
Good Christian materials and readings make better 
conversation.  We are happy to serve you. 



Visit us at: www.fpccov.org 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 Easter 
 

  9:00 Handbell Choir 
  9:30 Children’s Choir 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship  
  

1 
 
 
 
 
5:30 Witness 

Team 

2 
  

10:00 Circle 1 
10:00 Circle 2 
10:30 Circle 3 

 

  4:00 Exercise 
 

  7:00 Circle 4 
   

3 
 
 
No Wednesday  
Activities this week 

 

4 
 

10:30 Ambassador 
           Choir  
11:30 Prayer Group 
 
 

5 6 
 
 

7  
  9:00 Handbell Choir 
  9:30 Children’s Choir 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship   
  5:00 Youth Connection 
 
    
 

8 
 

  
 

 
 

 

9 
 
 
4:00 Exercise 

  
7:00 Circle 5 
  

   
 

10   
 
 4:00 Adventure 
        Club 
6:00 Mid-week Feast 
6:45 Study Group 
6:45 Sanctuary   
          Choir 

11 
10:30 Ambassador 
           Choir  
11:30 Prayer Group 
 

 
 

12 
 11:00 Club 
  

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

14 
 

  9:00 Handbell Choir 
  9:30 Children’s Choir 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
  5:00 Youth Connection 
  

15 

  

Income Taxes 
Due 
 
Newsletter 

Deadline   
 

16 
  
  
  
  4:00 Exercise 
  
  

17  
 
  
4:00  Adventure Club 
6:00 Mid-week Feast 
6:45 Study Group 
6:45 Sanctuary   
          Choir 

18 
 
10:30 Ambassador 
           Choir  
11:30 Prayer Group 
   

19 
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

  

20 
  
 

21 
 

  9:00 Hand Bell Choir 
  9:30 Children’s Choir 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship  
12:00 Session Meeting 
  5:00 Youth Connection 
 

22  Earth Day 
  

 
11:30  
Greatest  
Generation 
Lunch at  
Mama Maria’s 

 

23 

 
 
 

4:00 Exercise 

24 
 

4:00  Adventure Club 
6:00 Mid-week Feast 
6:45 Study Group 
6:45 Sanctuary   
          Choir 

  

25 
 

10:30 Ambassador 
           Choir  
11:30 Prayer Group 

26  
 

  

27 
 

28   YOUTH SUNDAY 
 

 9:00 Handbell Choir 
 9:30 Children’s Choir 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship  
  5:00 Youth Connection 
 
 

29  
 
 
 

30 
 
 
4:00 Exercise 

1  May 
 
4:00  Adventure Club 
6:00 Mid-week Feast 
6:45 Study Group 
6:45 Sanctuary   
          Choir 

2  May 
 
10:30 Ambassador 
           Choir  
11:30 Prayer Group 

3  May 4  May 
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Spring Break for Newton Schools 
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The deadline for the May “First Press” is April 15, 2013.  Please submit your  articles and in-
formation to the church office by email: penihaug@bellsouth.net or by dropping off your copy 

to the church office, neatly printed or typed or on a flash drive. Thanks! 

Time Sensitive Church News 
Please Do Not Delay 

APRIL Birthdays 

If your birthday has not appeared on our monthly list, please notify us and we will add it to our  
data base so that when your next birthday rolls around, we will be able to help you celebrate! 

   1 Billy Fortson 
Joe Moon 

   3 Bill Cobham 
   4 Jim Elder 

Fletcher Stamps 
   7 Maxine Blankenship 
   8 Nick Jessup 
   9 Pauleen Green 
 10 Wayne Scarborough 
 11 Kingsley Raines 
 12 Harrison Stamps 
 16 Guy McGiboney 

Martha Taylor 

 17 Matthew Howell 
Kent Compton 

 19 Laurie Bunn 
Wesley Garvin 

 20 Carla Harvill 
Helen Lewis 

 22 Rita Harrell 
 23 Barbara Luton 
 28 Maria Serrato 

Elizabeth Martin 
 29 Jean Oldham 
 30 Joyce Ashworth 

Phyllis Yoder 


