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The deadline for the March “First Press” is February 15, 2020.  Please submit your   
articles and information to the church office by email: admin@fpccov.org or by dropping  

off your copy to the church office, neatly printed or typed or on a flash drive. Thanks! 

Time Sensitive Church News 
Please Do Not Delay 

See our website at: www.fpccov.org 

If your birthday has not appeared on our monthly list, please notify us of the full date and we will add  
it to our data base so that when your next birthday rolls around, we will be able to help you celebrate! 

 18 Nakimrey Burtts 
 19 Selikem Amuzu 
 21 Pily Waetzig 
        Del Boyer 
 24 Danielle Schubert 
 25 Jackson Moss 

Conner Jessup 
 27 Gracie Bates 
 28 Buncie Lanners 
        Noah Hicks 

  2 Allie Hay 
  5 Stephanie Scarborough 

Betty Lunsford 
  8 Peni Kehoe 
  9 Ed Perkerson 
 10 Alice Walker 
 13 Jim Stillerman 
 14 Melissa Daniel 
 17 Courtney Henderson 
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Greetings FPC Family! 
 
Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord, Jesus 
Christ!  I hope and pray this February 2020 newsletter finds you hap-
py and well!  The First Presbyterian Church family of faith is very 
blessed by each and every one of you … please don’t ever doubt or 
forget that!! 
 

This is my final newsletter article I will write here at FPC, and I want 
to share some important thoughts with everyone … especially con-
sidering the divisiveness and vitriol in the news and public sphere 
lately. What follows is a summary of things you have seen me write 
or heard me say in personal conversations, funeral homilies, and ser-
mons over the past 16 months. Please, please read on … 
 

Long ago someone asked me, “What's your favorite passage in the 
Bible?” Well, that's an interesting question, and it's difficult to answer 
because there are so many passages I consider my favorite! But, 
ultimately, I answered that my favorite passage wasn't just one 
verse ... it's an entire section actually … a group of chapters in the Gospel of John.   
 

Similar to the other three gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), John provides a chronol-
ogy of Jesus' life and ministry. But, unlike the other three, John concludes Jesus' pub-
lic ministry by chapter 12 and doesn't pick up with the arrest, trial, death, and resurrec-
tion until chapter 18. John shifts into slow motion and provides us with a powerful and 
profound glimpse into Jesus' farewell messages to his closest friends and followers in 
chapters 13-17. And, together, these five chapters form my favorite passage in Scrip-
ture. 
 

In this section of Scripture, we see behind closed doors (literally) at Jesus and the dis-
ciples—their intimate table talk, the foot washing, their last supper, the promise of the 
Holy Spirit, the new love commandment, and the mission of the church out into the 
world. In these chapters, Jesus prepares his closest and dearest followers for his de-
parture. This section of Scripture is more than history, more than a recounting of a les-
son or parable, and more than hollow words. 
 

John provides us with a detailed and authentic encounter with Jesus Christ that is as 
real to us today as it was when it happened. It's real to us each month when we share 
the bread and cup at the Lord's Table. It's real to us each Maundy Thursday when we 
reflect on Jesus' passion and remember the foot washing. It's real to us each day, in-
deed each moment, when we are surrounded and guided by the Holy Spirit. It's real to 
us each and every time we associate with another human being and remember Jesus' 
new commandment to love one another as Jesus (God!) loves us. And, it's real to us 
each time we gather as a community of faith, recognizing that we are called to be 
“one” even if that means not being the “same.” Because the concepts of unity and one-
ness in Christ don't mean being the same or always being in agreement ... but it does 
mean we are called to love each other despite the differences that may divide us. 
 

Relationship. Humility. Togetherness. Community. Forgiveness. Acceptance. Love. 
These are the sentiments John shares in chapters 13-17 of his gospel, and these are 
the sentiments that God’s people find in this blessed and thriving congregation.  
 

That’s the body of Christ I’ve come to know and love in this place. 
 

Continued on page 6... 
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Session & Administrative Notes 

Monthly Financial Report 

 

 
 
 

February Usher Chair:   
Stephanie Scarborough 

 

 
Sound Engineer: 

Ken Walker 
 
 
 
 
 

Hospital Visitors: 
2/2:  Beth & Danny Vining 

 2/9: Cy Wolverton 
2/16: Day Kennon 
2/23: Alice Walker 

  

 

Class of 2020 
Allie Hay 

Doug Bolton 
Stan Hall 

Cindy Moon 
Bob Tabb 

Michael Thompson 

  

Class of 2021 
Jay Lanners 
Warren Liem 

Pam Stillerman 
Donna Weesner 

Cy Wolverton 
 

 

Class of 2022 
Del Boyer 

Aubrey Evans 
John McCarthy 

Stephanie Scarborough 
Trista Hooten Wilson 

 

  

MEMBERS OF SESSION 

 Serving Us in February 

2019 
December 

Numbers rounded 

 

Monthly 
Budget 

Monthly 

Income/ 
Expens-

es 

YTD  
Income 

/Expenses 

 

Pledged Income 30,766 38,442 360,880 

Non-Pledge  
Income 3,166 7,014 49,303 

 

Other Income 416 40 3,710 

 

Total income 34,359 45,496 413,893 

 

Expenses 36,809 50,213 434,240 

 

Net Totals   (-2,450) (-4,717) (-20,347) 

If unable to serve, 
please get a sub for 

your duties 

 

The Session will meet on Sunday, 
February 9, for its regular monthly 
meeting.  The meeting will be in 
the fellowship hall immediately af-
ter the morning worship service.  

Pledge arrears for 2019  (-20,343) 

January Session Highlights 
 

The following items were acted upon at the  
January Session Meeting: 
 
·             Doug Bolton & Trista Hooten-Wilson elected to 
serve on the 2020 Elder Nominating Committee.  
·             Motion to approve Loucy Hay as Congregational 
member of this committee was approved. 
·             The Rev. Steven Barnes provided a timeline for 
his departure as Interim Senior Pastor with his final   
sermon held on Sunday, Feb 2nd. 
·             Christian Education reported that the EKC is cur-
rently interviewing for a replacement ELC teacher. 
·             Congregational Life and Care is working with 
Youth on preparations for Souper Bowl Sunday, Con-
gregational meeting and meal to follow the service. 

Session highlights continued… 
 
·             Facilities and Equipment reported the need to con-
tinue with painting and replacement of siding of the exte-
rior of the church as well as HVAC replacements in 
2020. 
·             Finance committee reported a net loss of $7400 
for 2019 but that with giving high and expenses low FPC 
is doing well. Motion from the Finance Committee for the 
2020 proposed budget was approved. 
·             Motion from Personnel Committee to terminate the 
Interim Pastor Contract of The Rev. Steven Barnes on 
February 5th, 2020 was approved. 
·             Motion from Personnel Committee to officially 
change Peni Kehoe’s job title from “secretary/treasurer” 
to “Church Administrator” was approved. 
·             Witness Committee reported the need for volun-
teers in support of the next week of Family Promise on 
Feb 16-23. The Family Promise Gala earned $24,000 
for that charity.  
·             Worship reported that The Rev. Kimmy Briggs will 
be leading the sermons on Feb 9 & 16 with communion 
on the 16th. 
·             Officers of the Corporation will continue to be 
Doug Bolton as Chair, Finance chair Bob Tabb as 
Treasurer and Clerk John McCarthy as Secretary. 
·             Motion to approve John McCarthy as Clerk of Ses-
sion and Peni Kehoe as Church Treasurer was ap-
proved. 
 

Submitted by 
John McCarthy, Clerk of Session 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

January 26 January 27 January 28 
 

 

January 29 

  

 

January 30 January 31 
 
 

1 
 

2     Happy Ground- 
Hog Day 

 

9:00 Handbell Choir 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:00  Worship Service  
            with Baptism 
12:00 Congregational   
          Meeting & Lunch     
 

3   

  
4 
 
 

Women’s Circles 
10:00 Eliz. Ann 
& Martha (fell. 
Hall) 
7:00pm Ruth 

(parlor) 
 

5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6:45 Sanctuary  
        Choir 

6 
 
 

10:30  Ambassador         
           Choir 
 
 

 
 

7 
 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

8 
 
9:00 Presby-
tery Meeting 

9 
 

 

9:00  Handbell Choir 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship Service  
12:00 Session Meeting 
 
 

10 11 
 
 

 

 
4:00 Exercise 
 
 

12    Lincoln’s 
Birthday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6:45 Sanctuary  
        Choir 

13 
 
10:30  Ambassador         
           Choir 
 
 

14 
 

15 

16 
 

9:00  Handbell Choir 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship Service 
    with Communion 
5:30 Youth serves     
      Family Promise  
             Supper           

17   
Pastor Neeley’s 

first day 
 

18 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

4:00 Exercise 

19 

 
 

 

 
 
6:45 Sanctuary 
Choir 

20 
 
10:30  Ambassador         
           Choir 

21 
 

22 

23 

9:00  Handbell Choir 
10:00  Sunday School 
11:00  Worship Service 
Reception for Pastor 
Neeley will follow 
 

24 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:00 Exercise 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Ash Wed. 
Service at FUMC 

27 
 
10:30  Ambassador         
           Choir 

28 29 

see our website at:  www.fpccov.org 

Happy 

Valentine’s 

Day 

Family Promise Week—sign up at:  https://tinyurl.com/tarhllh  

https://tinyurl.com/tarhllh


 
 
Hunger Walk is coming on Sunday, 
March 15. Make plans to join FPC in 
Atlanta to walk in support of our local 
food pantry. Join our team as walker or 
runner or donate to our team. Transpor-
tation is available in the church van. 
Register or donate here:  
     https://tinyurl.com/w9cgazd 
 

                Contact Kimmy Briggs at: 
          kimmy@fpccov.org  

 

Family Promise 
  

February 16-23, 2020  
  

This is our third week of hosting for this mission, and we want to offer 
hospitality with excellence this week! Doug Bolton will be our lead coor-
dinator and Susan Boteler will be assisting. Jay Lanners will be coordi-
nating all meals. Grab a friend and sign up by using this link:   

https://tinyurl.com/tarhllh   
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Pastor’s Message  continued... 

 
Going forward, may we as individuals, and you as a family of faith, continue to be so 
blessed to embody such godliness in our lives and in our faith. And, may God bless you and 
keep you in every moment as you move into a new season of being God’s people in this 
place. 
 

Finally, as I ponder the past several months and consider how God has so wonderfully 
called both Neeley and Kimmy to lead you into a bright and joyful future, I’ll leave you with a 
paraphrase of the great Dr. Seuss from Oh, the Places You’ll Go:   
 

“And will you succeed? Yes! You will, indeed!”  
Children of God, you’ll move mountains! 

 

Yes, you will.  I know it in my heart. 
 

Until the next time I remain … just another silly preacher fondly remembering all the “firsts” I 
had at FPC while doing my best to handle all the “lasts.” 

 
Grace & Peace, 

Steven 

 

Welcome to Our New Senior Pastor 
 

The Rev. Neeley Rentz Lane whose first day in the office 
will be Monday, February 17, and her first Sunday to preach will be  

Sunday, February 23.  Mark your calendar to be here to welcome Pastor 
Neeley and her family to First Presbyterian! 

 
A welcome reception will be held in the narthex  

following the 11:00 am worship service. 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, February 2, after worship 

 
 

The Congregational Meeting 
will include electing the  
Nominating Committee for 
2020 and reviewing the 2020 
budget.   
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News of the Congregation 

    Presbyterian 
Women’s Circles 

 
Presbyterian Women meet on 
the 1st Tuesday of the month, 
unless otherwise stated. 
Guests are welcome. If you 
would like more information 
contact Jean Wolverton at:  
678-372-0901. 

 

Elizabeth Ann Circle  will meet on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 4th at 10 a.m. in the Martin Fellowship Hall.  Eliz-
abeth Martin Pope will lead Lesson 6, “Words of 
Love: Hold Your Marriage Sacred”. Breakfast will be 
served. All women are invited to attend.  
 
 

Martha Circle will meet on February 4th, with the 
Elizabeth Ann Circle at 10:00 in the fellowship hall. 
 

Ruth Circle will meet February 4th, at 7:00 pm in the 
church parlor. 

 

 

A Novel Bunch book club will meet 
February 25th, at 1:00 pm to dis-
cuss “Just Mercy” by Bryan Steven-
son. Location to be    
announced.  All are welcome to at-
tend. 

Ambassador Choir  
Rehearsals 

 
 

During February Ambassador Choir will have regular 
rehearsals,  in preparation for singing dates at local  
Retirement Centers when the weather gets warmer in 
April.  In the meantime, as appropriate,  we will plan 
visits to homebound individuals during regular Thursday 
rehearsal time.   
 

Thursday, February 6 - Regular rehearsal at 10:30 AM 
in the FPC Choir Room, with a possible visit to a home-
bound friend around 11:00 AM, followed by complimen-
tary lunch at Stalvey’s. Please wear purple shirts. 
 

Thursday, February 13 - Regular Rehearsal at 10:30 
AM in the FPC Choir Room  
 

Thursday, February 20 - Regular Rehearsal at 10:30 
AM in the FPC Choir Room 
 

Thursday, February 27 - Regular Rehearsal at 10:30 
AM n the FPC Choir Room 

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsals 
 

Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m. in the Choir Room.  New 
members are always welcome.   

 

Worship Team Thank You 
 

The worship Team chairs (Stephanie Scarborough 
and Pam Stillerman) would like to thank the following 
folks for their help “un-decorating” the sanctuary: El-
eanor Scarborough, Curtis and Carolyn Watson, 
Philip and Liz Anderson, Carter and Daylanie Gib-
son, Gary and Susan Boteler, and Jim and Tom Still-
erman. Thanks so much for the TEAMWORK! We 
also want to thank Miriam Wheeler for the beautiful 
Advent wreath that we enjoyed during Advent and 
Christmas. She has provided this for us for many 
years and we are grateful for her creative gifts. 

 
More than 20 years 
ago, the Souper 
Bowl of Caring be-
gan with a simple 
prayer from a single 
church youth group in 
South Carolina:  
 
 

 
 

"Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl foot-
ball game, help us to be mindful of those 
without even a bowl of soup to eat."  

  
On Sunday, February 2nd - in conjunction with our 
Annual Congregational Meeting - our Youth will host 
a Souper Bowl of Caring luncheon for the entire 
church. All proceeds will go to support our local 
Community Food Pantry.  
   

 Contact Kimmy Briggs to find out how you can help 
out as we serve others in Christ's name.   

  

https://tinyurl.com/w9cgazd
https://tinyurl.com/tarhllh
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Early Learning Center 

Children, Youth and Adult Christian Education 

Dear FPC Family,   

What’s cooking at FPELC? Bread! Our students will spend the month of February learning all about bread.  
We are looking forward to our field trip to Bread and Butter Bakery, plus we will be making some of our own 
bread! Our verse for the month is from Matthew 4:4: “Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  
 

We are preparing for our annual fundraiser, Spring Family Festival, that will 
take place on April 17.  Our teachers, students and parents are already start-
ing their art projects to auction off.  We are also hitting the streets to solicit 
donations for our amazing raffle baskets.  Do you have an item or a service 
you would like to donate?  Please let me know; we would love to include you! 
 

As we celebrate love for Valentine’s Day, I want to send out some extra love 
to our ELC Board of Directors.  We are extremely blessed by the church members and parents that work in 
ministry with our staff to make sure FPELC is touching hearts and growing faith.  So, if you see Judy Hooten, 
Miriam Wheeler, or Cheryl Meichsner, please give them an extra hug and let them know how important and 
appreciated their work is! 
 

As always, thank you for your contributions and prayers for our school. We are so thankful for such a gener-
ous church family. 
 

God bless, 
Darlene Alley 
FPELC Director 

 

Beginning in Lent (March 1) there will be great Sunday School opportunities for all ages! Whether you're a 
regular Sunday School participant or brand new, take advantage of these great opportunities. All classes will 
meet at 10:00am. 
 

BRAND NEW: Sunday School for Children Pre-K through 5th grade! 
Interested in teaching Sunday School for children in pre-K through fifth grade? Lesson plans and materials 
will be provided. Contact Kimmy if you're interested.  
 

Youth Sunday School, for grades 6 through 12, meets at Bread and Butter with Pam and Jim Stillerman and 
Kimmy Briggs (breakfast provided) 
 

Adult Sunday School will be taught by Rev. Neeley Rentz Lane! They will be studying Spiritual Disciplines 
for Lent:  prayer, gratitude, simplicity, storytelling, sabbath, and stewardship. 
 

 
Lent begins in the wilderness. The Spirit guides Jesus into the 
wilderness where he comes face to face with temptation and 
struggle. Yet, in his forty days of fasting, resisting, and wandering, 
Jesus is shaped and formed for ministry. Similarly, through the 
wilderness of Lent, we are invited to surrender to  
the wild leadings of the Spirit. This Lent, we welcome you to the 
journey. 
 

Ash Wednesday Service: Wednesday, February 26, at 7:00pm 
at Covington First United Methodist (1113 Conyers St. SW) 
 
 

Lunch and Learn: Tuesdays at noon at FPC (will begin on Tuesday, March 10) led by Rev. Neeley Rentz 
Lane. 
 

Palm Sunday: Sunday, April 5, at 11:00am in the Sanctuary including a palm processional 
Maundy Thursday: Thursday, April 9, at 6:00pm at FPC 
Easter Sunday: Sunday, April 12, at 11:00am in the Sanctuary 

Lent 

Meals on Wheels 
 

Meals on Wheels will be 
served to the High Rise on 
Saturday, February 29th. 
Volunteers  are need & ap-
preciated! Call Doug Bol-
ton, 678-858-2080. 
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Community Food Pantry 
 

The Food Pantry is now open on 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 
9:00 - 12:00.  Donations of any 
non-perishable food items are 
welcome.  Bernice Bailey is the 
Director, (770-786-3048)    
  

Suggested donations for  
February:  Canned meats (no tuna) stews, etc. 

Witness news 

Baby Love 
 

Low income families are especially 
stressed during the holidays. Those 
with children in diapers find the cost 
of diapers another hardship. Baby 
Love was generously supplied with 
diapers, and cash during this time. 
In December prior to Christmas, 
819 diapers and 10 packages of wipes were delivered to 
the Salvation Army, Food Pantry and the Homeless Shel-
ter. Donations made to Baby Love in 2019  exceeded 
those of previous years with a total of 2712 diapers and 
43 packages of wipes which were received.  

New Thornwell Program 
By Susan Boteler 

 

Most kids growing up in a stable home with 2 parents are helped in some way to obtain their first car.  Wheth-
er parents co-sign a car loan, give their child a currently owned family vehicle or purchase a new car, many 
children are blessed with the gift of a car when they become of driving age.  But what about the kids at Thorn-
well that graduate from High School and age out of the program?  Most if not all of 
these kids have no family support once they graduate; no one to co-sign a loan, no 
family hand-me-down car and certainly no one in their life that will hand them a set 
of keys to a brand-new car. 
 

Thornwell has started a program to accept donated vehicles, giving these kids a 
hand up in life with a used car (the kids will be expected to buy the car for a nomi-
nal fee and show that they have money in a savings account for ongoing costs).  
And it’s not just the graduating seniors that need wheels.  The cottages all have 
Thornwell-owned cars that the Family Teachers use to do the day to day business 
of Thornwell, whether it’s taking a child to a physician appointment, going to the 
grocery store or using the car for student driving lessons.  Over time these cars 
need to be replaced. 
 

There are many car donation charities and yes, Thornwell is now joining the ranks.  In reading web sites of 
these charities, the common theme is the overwhelming impact upon outlook on life.  Expressions of a rebirth 
of hope, improved self-esteem, ambition to succeed, renewed energy and given a second chance at life are 
frequently cited.  Few programs impact the quality of life of the disadvantaged as immediately and dramatical-
ly as a program where a car is made available. A mechanic in the Dunwoody area has offered a free assess-
ment of all cars donated and will repair and tune-up one car per month at a reduced price.  If you want to do-
nate a car or you know someone who may be interested (help get the word out on social media) or you simp-
ly want more information, contact Susan Boteler at sboteler@mindspring.com; home 770-698-0750 and cell 
404-234-4113. 

Thornwell Ski Camp Dates 
 

Dates for this year’s Thornwell 
Homes Ski Camp have been set 
for June 15-18 and July 27-30. 
More information about providing 
meals and volunteer help will 
follow in a later “First Press”. 

Christmas Generosity 
 

The many Christmas gifts provided by the members 
and friends of First Presbyterian Church were appreci-
ated by the residents of Pruitt and Riverside Health 
Centers. In addition, the Salvation Army was a great 
help in identifying numerous families in need who were 
recipients of gifts from our church family also.  

mailto:sboteler@mindspring.com

