Fouwrth Sunday ivv Lent
Mawrch 14, 2021

Order of Worship
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC Largo
In Christ Alone
Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

PRELUDE Blessed Assurance
CHIMES

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP *
Before we were born,
Before we took our first breath,
Before the week started,
Before the year started,
Before we said, “I love you,”
Before we said, “I'm sorry,”
Before we figured out who we really are,
Before we figured out who we want to be,
Before it all—
God loved us.
Unconditionally and freely,
Fully and honestly—
God loved us.
This is where our story begins.
Let us worship God!

HYMN 366 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION *
God of love,
We forget the beginning of the story—

Peter Prelleur
Carol Tornquist
Mark Sedio

Phoebe Knapp
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That we were made from love, to be love, to give love.

Instead of rooting our narrative in the goodness refrain of creation,
We skip ahead and find our worth at the fall,

With Cain and Abel, lost in the wilderness.

We forget that first there was you, and you are love.

We forget that out of that love you created us.

We forget that from the very first day, you loved first.

We forget, because a love like that doesn’t make sense to us.
Forgive our low self-esteem.

Forgive our resistance to love ourselves.

Forgive our hesitation to trust that even we could be made good.

And forgive our tendency to pass that doubt on—from generation to generation.
Write a new beginning for us that roots our confidence in your unrelenting love.

With hope we pray, Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON *
RESPONSE Hymn 447 We are Forgiven

WE ARE FORGIVEN

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

THE WORD WITH CHILDREN

ANTHEM Ah, Holy Jesus
Krista Firkus

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

NEW TESTAMENT READING

GOSPEL READING

SERMON But God

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

SILENT MEDITATION
HYMN OF RESPONSE 414  Be Still and Know That | am God

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH *
We believe God is love—
Unconditional, constant love.
We believe this love exists for all,
Choosing each and every one of us,
Day after day.
We believe that God’s love is like a river.
Rivers cannot help but flow toward the sea;
God’s love cannot help but move toward us.
We are swimming in it.
We believe that God loved first.
We believe that God breathed life into dust.
We believe that God said, “This is good,”
And because we believe that God loved first,
We strive to build lives that reflect God’s love.
May we begin again here. Amen.

Darcel Tabb
arranged by Richard Walters

Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

Rev. Neeley Rentz Lane

PSALM 46



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING

RESPONSE HYMN 70 What Does the Lord's Require of You MOON
What does the Lord require of you? What does the Lord require of you? To seek justice and love
kindness and walk humbly with your God.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Psalm 107
"O give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; for his steadfast love endures forever. Let the
redeemed of the Lord say so, those he redeemed from trouble and gathered in from the lands,
from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south...Then they cried to the Lord
in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress; he sent out his word and healed them,
and delivered them from destruction. Let them thank the Lord for this steadfast love, and for his
wonderful works to human kind. And let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices, and tell of his deeds
with songs of joy." This is our prayer. Amen.

BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD
INTO THE WORLD

HYMN 435 There's A Wideness in God's Mercy IN BABILONE
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Prelude in F Minor J. S. Bach

* All adapted from A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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Worship Bags for Children
We have re-introduced the Children’s Worship bags. For our “known” children they have a name tag clipped
to the bag and they are invited to use the same bag every time they come to worship. For our visitors and
newcomers we have bags labeled “Child of God”. If our visitors plan to return they may request an individu-
ally labeled bag from one of our ushers. The bags are hanging on a rack on the right side of the narthex.

MARCH 14TH 4:30PM, LIVE ON FACEBOOK AND Z0OM LENTEN/EASTER ORGAN AND PIANO CONCERT

Alice Walker and Becky Ramsey will present a virtual LENTEN/EASTER ORGAN
and PIANO CONCERT on March 14 at 4:30 PM and remaining on the church web
site.

The Concert will be preceded by a ZOOM call for the purpose of chatting with the
performers and greeting friends and church members. Instructions for accessing
the ZOOM call will be available at fpccov.org.

Lent is a very special season when we meditate and repent for our sins, as well as
look forward to the glorious news of Christ's Resurrection on Easter Sunday. The
music presented in this Concert will serve both purposes. Alice and Becky have
Concert selected well-known and beloved hymns of the church. They offer this Concert to
the Glory of God and for your personal worship experience as you journey toward

PRESENTED BY ALICE WALKER & BECKY RAMSEY the celebration of Easter
First Preshyterian Church, Covington, GA '



http://fpccov.org

RSVP Required for In-person Worship: You may RSVP by using the link in our Mi -d
We e k Fi r gBEnewB)rorebg contacting the church office by NOON on THURSDAY
~ of each week. Please only register for one Sunday at a time. You DO NOT have to print
 tickets.

= Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fpc-sunday-worship-at-1100am-tickets-142586777891

Facility Use On February 22, the Session approved the return to in-person worship on
March 7. Beginning March 7, all church-sponsored groups are allowed to use the
church building (Sunday school, PW, Session teams, etc). We do ask all groups to dis-
cern HYBRID models of gathering to allow for in-person and virtual participation.

In order to safely open our doors we will ask all in-person gatherings to follow strict
COVID-19 Protocol to ensure minimal risk of exposure.

Therefore, if your group would like to meet at the church you are asked to submit a Building Usage Form to re-
serve your space. You may download a form from the enews or call the church to obtain a copy.

All Things Lent
* Morning Prayer Join Neeley on Monday mornings throughout Lent for a time of prayer at
8:00am. We will participate in centering prayer, guided meditations, the gift of silence, and
corporate prayer. You may join for Monday or all Mondays during the season of Lent starting
February 22nd through March 29th. Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88476245670

For more fiAll Things Lento See our Website at www.fpccov.org

Ringers Rejoice!
The handbell choir resumes rehearsal Wednesday, March 17th at 7 pm in the Sanctuary.
We welcome all previous and current ringers and any people who are interested in joining us!

RSVP for Palm Sunday, Holy Week & Easter
You may now register for Holy Week and Easter Services through EventBrite. You will find the links in the
weekly Enews and on the church website: www.fpccov.org. or www.fpccov.org/lent-2021

Outdoor Lent Prayer Stations

You will notice a new opportunity on our church grounds. We will be offering outdoor prayer stations this Lent.
You will be able to follow a self-guided map around our church. At each station you will be given a prompt, a

prayer, or an activity.
Websde (Nyofte

We have updated our church website!
Check out our FPC virtual Front Door:
www.fpccov.org


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88476245670
http://www.fpccov.org/lent-2021

Ongoing Activities inthe Life of the Chuuwrchv

Sunday, March 14, Lent 4

10:00 Adult Sunday School—link below

10:00 Youth Sunday School

10:00 Children’s Sunday School

11:00 Worship Service

(Livestream link provided the in Weekly Enews)
4:00 | Am A Child of God Workshop—zoom
7:00 Jammies and Jesus (link below)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82191056781
Meeting ID: 821 9105 6781

Mondays in Lent
8:00am Morning Prayers on Zoom (below)

Wednesday, March 17
7:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, March 21, Lent 5—Communion

10:00 Adult Sunday School—link below
10:00 Children & Youth Sunday School
11:00 Worship Service
(Livestream link provided the in Weekly enews)
12:30 Session Meeting In person & zoom

7:00 Jammies and Jesus (link below)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82191056781
ing ID: 821 9105 6781

Meet-

Christian Education

Adult Sunday School is a casual time of conversation and fellowship. Each week is a stand-alone lesson, so if
you miss a week, come back the next! Adult Sunday School meets in the Fellowship Hall and on Zoom at
10:00am. Please enter through the Sanctuary doors to then proceed to the fellowship hall.

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83852010376 Meeting ID: 838 5201 0376

Youth Sunday School is led by Pam and Jim Stillerman and offers a time of connection and of studying scripture.
Youth Sunday willmeeti n per son i n t.RPleasereaterthifougikR®anctuary doors to then proceed to
your class.

Children's Sunday School is offered each week by Dan and Perri Walden. Sunday school lessons are posted on
Facebook and an online link will be available on Sunday mornings each week. Sunday school will also be provided
in-person at 10:00am in the Green Room! Please enter through the Sanctuary doors.

Grief Small Group: fiTear Soup—A Recipe for Healingo
Save the Dates
March 16 at 6pm (Zoom); April 20 at 6pm (Location TBD); May 18 at 6pm
No matter the source of your grief join us in our “Recipe for Healing.”
Details are in our Mid-Week First Press.

RSVP for Palm Sunday, Holy Week & Easter
You may now register for Holy Week and Easter Services through EventBrite. You will find the links in the
weekly Enews and on the church website: www.fpccov.org.

Church Directory
If you are in need of a current church directory you can pick one up from the narthex “ushers” sideboard or you can
email Peni and she will send you a copy via email. admin@fpccov.org

Volunteers Urgently Needed for the First United Methodist Food Pantry
Please see the weekly e-news for specific instructions about who can volunteer and the link to sign up.

ol -

Do you have a mobile phone or a tablet? If so, you can download the bulletin
on your device to follow the service and save paper. If you pick up a paper bul-
letin please remember to recycle it here or at home! The environment will thank
you! (Please do put your device on silent!)

P FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF
Please i‘i Neeley Rentz Lane Senior Pastor | Peni Kehoe Church Administrator
Krista Firkus Music Director | Danielle Schubert Nursery
Recycle! I R S T Alice Walker CAGO, AAGO | Kennedy Lynn Nursery

Organist/Ambassador Choir

MEMBERS OF SESSION

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

¥

EeviNc o Jay Lanners Aubrey Evans Cheryl Gibson
- Warren Liem John McCarthy Stan Hall
Pam Stillerman Cindy Moon Louly Hay Kapp
Donna Weesner Stephanie Scarborough Ed Perkerson
Cy Wolverton Trista Hooten Wilson Bob Tabb



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83852010376
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82191056781
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82191056781

We thank you for your continued support of First Presbyterian Church of Covington!

You are invited to “Text to Give”
your offering: Text to: 73256
Enter FPCCOV as your message, click to send
Or use this link: https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyterianChurchCov/give/FPCCOVtext

If you made a pledge for 2021, choose i1 2 0 Plédgeo as the fund. Then the system will walk you through entering
your bank or credit card information. If you did not make a pledge you can choose another fund such as “Non-
pledge”; or “Flowers” “Food Pantry”, etc. There is a drop-down menu you can scroll through to choose a fund. You
now have the option to help offset the cost of on-line giving. Just check the space and use the suggested donation or
put in what you’d like to give. Use this link for on-line giving: https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyterianChurchCov/give/
now

In Our Thoughty and Prayers

[ Family of Mike & Tamra Crews upon the [ Carol Baynes-cancer (friend of %
death of his mother, Barbara Crews Phyllis Yoder) '
[ The Oxford College of Emory University [ Sophia Hawley-cystic fibrosis

o :
.
community ) ' g
[ Tommy Hice-in hospital (friend of Sarah ] Special Prayers WM , /6
Gregory) Piedmont Newton frontline workers as

Angela Gregory-cancer, hospital in Scotland | well as other medical staff. The hospi-

(sister of Dave Gregory) tal is very busy with helping sick pa- Condolences

[ Charlie Williams, congestive heart failure | tients, night and day. Please pray for
& leukemia. (He is the husband of Joyce | their work and their safety. We extend our sympathy and prayers
Williams, Danny Vining’s sister) for Janet Maletic in the death of her

[ Delores V. Knox-cardiac issues (sister of Independent and Assi shusband, Tom Mﬂlﬁtic, who passed

Danny Vining) . ) . i
[ Prayers for all participating in the 40 miles, | L Travis Moss-Pruitt Healthcare have ggcgﬂs?g%gl?f t:tteanZiZgA ::elillgé and
40 days Lenten Walk! [ Penny Blakeney-home are friends of Louly Hay
[ Patsy Freeman (sister of Judy Davis) [ Julia Brubaker-Benton House '
[ Paisley Freeman (great-niece of Judy [ Jean Elder-currently in Florida with her We also extend prayers for Beth &
Davis) daughter (address available from church | Danny Vining and family in the death of
[ Bill Cobham-recovering from surgery office) their nephew, Chic Williams, who died
[ Steve Jones—cancer (friend of Alice [ Dot Fincher-Merryvale suddenly of a heart attack in Colorado.
Walker) [ Guy McGiboney-Merryvale
[_?u;;)n Fiedler-cancer (friend of Darcel [ Betty Robinson-Merryvale
a . .
[ Hulda McDonald-health issues (friend of [ LoulsiAWhlt;-Mer,\erale | Pr;;:fg::ﬁ;g;s
‘Ij_lfdé' Déa\;]/'isl,) Knee fracture & other b [ Jerry McGaffney-Merryvale All prayer requests should be sent to:
'issues (1bacher at Fin Elomentary) | Milltary Service admin@fpocov.org or by clicking the
[ Billy Fortson-Covid-19 at home [ Koen Ardis-Navy Email Peni” button at the bottom of
[ Blair Weaver-health issues [ Lee Scarborough-Army the Enews prayer list. Please speci-
[ Jane Parker-recovering from fall fy if you want the request in the bul-
[ Mitchell Wheeler-cancer (nephew of Jack Praises! letin or for pastors only, or only the
& Miriam Wheeler) . Thanks be to God for our Tech confidential prayer circle.
[ Betty Lunsford-recovering at home

[ Sarita Pope-breast cancer (mother-in-law Team!! N
of Elizabeth Martin Pope) S;‘I P otes

L Gaughtor of Sancy & Betey Morshouse) | RSVP Link for Worship Services || [ Recordings of Sunday sermons

[ Beverly Maddox-caring for husband . . can be accessed on the church
who has leukemia (friend of Jean Elder) Use this link for worship reserva- website: www.fpccov.org.

[ Karen Moss-breast cancer tions. Choose a dat? from th,(')se [ Music printed (and streamed) in our

[ Carter Mackenzie-neck injury (son of listed to obtain your “ticket(s) bulletins are covered by licenses
Julie & Jeff Mackenzie which you do not have to _prlnt out. authorizing their use. Licenses are

[ Karen Lein Kaasa-home health care You may a.ISO call or email the from: CCLI #11379886 and One
(sister-in-law of Julie MacKenzie) church office to make your reserva- Li # A-728738

[ Tom Bass-cancer treatment & tion, by noon on Thursdays. icense # A- .
dialysis (friend of Beth & Danny Vining) Please, reserve for only 1 week at

[ Wilford Reed-health issues a t|me Thank youl

(friend of Jeff MacKenzie)

[ Bob Darby-kidney problems (friend of Copy and paste (or type in):

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fpc-

Jeff MacKenzie) . .
[ Joyce Williams-Alzheimer’s, breast cancer sunday-worship-at-1100am-tickets-

treatment (sister of Danny Vining) 142586777891 Dan Walden,
[ %eat}?:&w&lar}?yr'&ae?;%rniurgery (nephew of Alternately, you may use the Phil Anderson, Brad Phillips
[ Brandon Massey-blood cancer (grand- V\t/):lg[soi?e on the enews or on our

son of Chuck and Sherry Brasher)
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V Easter
d%éawm%hAs the church is closed, we sugges
« u

Wi tness and Easter Lilies

g
mail your check, give through our I
use &Fhevwfund or drop your check in
t he mai l box outside the church off
trance. You may send an email to Pe
of fice wdtmhh medaomiyn hdnor
names to: admin@f pccov.org (especi

give via Realm or Text)

I f you would |Iike to make a donation this Eas
alize a Il oved one, fill out this form and att
FPC and place it in the offering plate or dro

of fice no

ater Mardchlb@®stmbhast PrideWisten g

the memo space on your check or envelope. A
$12 is suggested. This year whatever donatio
over and above the cost of the flowers wild]l b
Ho mes . Thank you!

Given by _ .
Pl ease use the first and | ast names for any p
remember ed.

l'n memory of """~~~

I n honor_ of

Amount en$l osed

pl ease circasitberek



