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The deadline for the July/August ñFirst Pressò is June 15, 2021.  Please submit your   
articles and information to the church office by email: admin@fpccov.org or by dropping  
off your copy to the church office, neatly printed or typed or on a flash drive. Thanks! 

Time Sensitive Church News 
Please Do Not Delay 

See our website at: www.fpccov.org 

If your birthday has not appeared on our monthly list, please notify us of the full date and we will add  
it to our data base so that when your next birthday rolls around, we will be able to help you celebrate! 

2 Huddy Roberts 
3 Stan Hall 
8 Debra Arnold 
   Natalie Phillips 
13 Kevin Bates 
14 Kekeli Amuzu 
15 Wolf Waetzig 
16 Alan Bunn 
21 Hewitt Jones 
   Kately Lane 
22 Cotton Young 
25 Charlene Gwin 
26 Day Kennon 
27 Angie Blair 
29   Trista Hooten-Wilson 

1 Eleanor Scarborough 
  Sophia Hawley 
2 Bill Blair 
3 John McCarthy 
4 Jason Jones 
   Erin Stillerman 
5 Jefferson Moss 
   Alton Cochran 
6 Dot Fincher 
   Gary Boteler 
      Gray Jones 
7 Patti Lanford 
10 David Gregory 
   Betty Bailey 
11 Loucy Hay 
   Jim Patrick 

12 Denny Dobbs 
   Susan Boteler 
14 Lelia Raines 
15 Jerry Bouchillon 
17 Debbie Gossage 
18 Don Hillman 
   Kendall Hawley 
19 Jack Wheeler 
20 Carter Gibson 
22   Randy Layton 

23 Quinton Prince 
26 Jim Gregory 
29 Doug Arnold 
30 Sally Evans 
31 Matthew Daniell  

Happy Birthday! 
May June 

 Courtney Pittman 

Summer Seminary Intern 

Help us welcome our new Summer Intern! Courtney begins her time serving 
alongside our congregation on May 16 in worship! We will celebrate Courtney 
and meet her family during a meet 
and greet following worship on June 
6
th
.  

Courtney is originally from Alpharet-
ta, Georgia and a 2008 graduate of 
the University of Georgia with dual 
degrees in Advertising and Span-
ish. She holds a Masters degree in 
Foreign Language Education from 
Augusta State University and taught 
high school level Spanish before 
staying home with her two boys, 
Tripp (6) and Townes (4). Her hus-
band, Dewitt, is an Emergency 
Room physician in Albany, Georgia, 
but the family calls Bishop, Georgia 
home. Courtney is an avid runner, triathlete, reader, and UGA football fan. She 
is currently serving on Session at First Presbyterian Church of Athens and is a 
first-year Master of Divinity student at Columbia Theological Seminary.    

 

Worship Update 
 

Health and Safety Update: We are moving forward in open-
ing up Worship! RSVPs are no longer required for worship. 
We are grateful for the good and faithful work of our Health 
Team. It is a joy to be able to continue to open back up safe-
ly. We are now able to sit 85 people safely socially dis-
tanced in our pews. We hope to see you in worship in per-
son and or online! Invite a friend! 
 
We still ask that you wear a mask and if you are ill or have a 

temperature that you worship from home on our Zoom or FaceBook page. 

First Presbyterian 

Church 

1169 Clark Street, SW 

Covington, GA 30014  
 

(770)786-7321    

Fax (770)786-6596   
 

www.fpccov.org 

FIRST PRESS  

 

 

First Presbyterian  

Church Staff  
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Rev. 
Neeley Rentz Lane 
Senior Pastor 

Neeley@fpccov.org 
 

Courtney 
Seminary Intern 

 
Peni Kehoe 

Church Administrator 
admin@fpccov.org 

 

 
 

Krista Firkus 
Directory of Music 
kfirkus42@gmail.com 

 
Alice Walker 
Organist 

awalker.atl.pres.5 
@gmail.com 

 
Danielle Schubert 
Kennedy Lynn 
Beverly Beasley 
Nursery 

 
 

Covington First Presbyterian Church                     May/June 2021  

 

The Lordôs Supper  
 

We will celebrate the Sacrament  of the Lordôs Supper on Sundays, 
May 16th and June 20th.  Prepare your heart. 

Come to 

the Table 
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Session & Administrative Notes  

Monthly Financial Report 

  

 

 
Class of 2021 
Jay Lanners 
Warren Liem 
Pam Stillerman 
Donna Weesner 
Cy Wolverton 

 

 
Class of 2022 
Aubrey Evans 
John McCarthy 
Cindy Moon 

Stephanie Scarborough 
Trista Hooten Wilson 

 

 
Class of 2023 
Cheryl Gibson 
Stan Hall 

Louly Hay Kapp 
Ed Perkerson 
Bob Tabb 

 

  

MEMBERS OF SESSION 

 

Pledge arrears for 2021 = (-4,769) 

see our website at:  
www.fpccov.org 

 

March/April Session Highlights 
 

Session reviewed the Transfer of Letters for Rob-
ert Lane & Jonny Atkins and approved them 
as new members. 

Session approved the Baptism of Lorene Atkins to 
be held during worship service on May 23rd.  

Motion from Christian Education to begin a Tues-
day Night Zoom Bible Class meeting was ap-
proved. 

Motion from Marketing team to Adopt a Spot on 
the Cricket Frog Trail was approved. 

Motion from Worship team, with Health Team 
concurrence, to allow 85 persons in worship 
services in the sanctuary was approved. 

Motion from Christian Education to suspend regu-
lar Sunday School classes during the summer 
and instead offer an Intergenerational Sunday 
school class for adults and youth was ap-
proved. 

Motion from Personnel Committee to hire a Fall 
intern was approved. 

Motion from Personnel Committee to establish a 
PNC to begin search for an Associate Pastor 
was approved. 

Motion to remove RSVP requirements for typical 
Sunday services was approved. (will imple-
ment RSVP during Sunday where large num-
bers may be expected to attend (ex. Easter, 
Mothers Day, etc.) 

 
 

Submitted by 
John McCarthy 
Clerk of Session 
  

 
 
The May Session meeting will 
be held at 12:30pm on Sun-
day, May 23; and Monday, 
June28th at 6:15pm. 

Seeking Office Volunteers! 

We are searching for volunteers to help with office 
tasks.  Answering the telephone is first among the 
skills needed.  Other helpful skills (or willingness to 
learn) are copying, folding, stamping, labeling. Basic 
computer skills would be appreciated.  We expect that 
some volunteers would be skilled in different areas 
and weôll assign tasks according to your skills.   

We are hoping that volunteers would serve a mini-
mum of 4 hours a month, but more frequently would 
be preferred.  We have a full ñJob Descriptionò availa-
ble.  We can email it to you or you can pick one up at 
the church.  Speak with Peni Kehoe for more infor-
mation. 770-786-7321 or email admin@fpccov.org. 

2021 
March 

 

Monthly 
Budget 

  

Monthly 

Income/ 
Expenses 

YTD  
Income 
/Expenses 

Pledged 

 Income  
30,414 34,097 86,473 

Non-Pledge  
Income 

3,167 5,000 15,092 

Other Income 4,249 0 0 

Total Income 37,831 39,097 101,565 

Expenses 34,028 30,239 90,895 

Net Totals 3,803 8,858 10,894 

RING Doorbell Installed 
 

We have installed a ñRingò doorbell at the office door for 
the ease and safety of church staff during this time when 
the church is closed to the general public.  It is on the 
right side of the office entrance.  If you visit during the 
week just stand on the right and ring the bell.  It will take 
us a few seconds to activate the camera, so please have 
patience.  Your ñringò will be answered as soon as possi-
ble!  Thanks for your understanding.   
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 Newton County Community Food Pantry 
 

After being closed for a full year, the Community Food Pantry has 
reopened.  For this we are grateful!  It means that folks who have 
food money shortages have another place to go to help replenish 
their pantry. 
 

When you go to the grocery store to stock up on food and other ne-
cessities do you think about those who have less?  About children 
who may not have enough to eat, especially when school is out?  I 
donôt know about you, but sometimes I take my paycheck and the 
ability to go shopping and get what I need for granted. I thank God 
every day for my blessings, but I am going to try more to be a bless-
ing to others by picking up a few things for the pantry each time I go 
shopping.  I have gotten out of the habit since we havenôt been com-
ing to the church until recently.  Now weôre back!  
 

When you are thinking about what to purchase, think non-perishable items.  Some could be for one person 
and others could be family sized.  Think as healthy as possible, like fruits, vegetables, canned meats, spa-
ghetti sauce and pasta, mac & cheese, etc.  Also think about what kind of packaged snacks children and 
teens might like:  peanut butter crackers,  cheese crackers, fruit roll-ups, nuts, juice, etc.  Things like toilet 
tissue are not covered by ñfood stampsò so you could get a 4-pack of that. I am sure that Bernice or Betty 
Bailey can give you hints about other things, too!  The Food Pantry is open on Wednesdays and Fridays from 
9:00-11:30am.  You may drop your donations to 7125 Turner Lake Circle or bring them to the church. 
 

If you are unable to shop for others, you may donate to help with Food Pantry expenses.  Just write your 
check to the church with ñFood Pantryò in the memo space.  Once a month we send $125 from the church 
budget to the Food Pantry along with any other donations we receive that month.   
 

Have an attitude of gratitude for all that you have and be a blessing to those who have less. 
 

Anonymous  

Attitude of Gratitude  

 
Our next opportunity to 
deliver meals to our 
neighbors will be May 
29th! Mark your calendar 
now to participate in this 
food ministry with our 
Covington community! 
 
Interested in serving? 
Email info@fpccov.org 

Newton Trails and 
FPC!  

 

We are called to be 
stewards of creation! 
We have "Adopted-A-
Spot" on Newton 
Trails! Trail Clean-up 
will be the FIRST 
Tuesday of every 
month at 10:30 am. 
Next Clean up:  
Tuesday, May 4. 

For more information 
contact John McCarthy or email info@fpccov.org. 

 

Save the Date! 
 

Our next Red Cross Blood Drive will be held on July 1st. 
Please put it on your calendar and sign up to give. 

Details will be posted closer to the date. 
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Witness and Caring  
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Prayer and Formation  
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Grief Small Group: Tear Soup "A Recipe for Healing" 
May 18 at 6pm (Location TBD)  

 

Soup making is an art, and the cook is the artist. Improvising as you go, your only goal is that the 
blended creation will both satisfy your hunger and soothe what hurts you. What is true about soup 
making, is also true about grieving. Tear Soup is about a woman named Grandy who has experi-
enced loss, and so she is cooking up her own unique batch of "tear soup." Our FPC Pastoral Care 
Team wants to provide a space for us all to create our own batches of "Tear Soup" as we grieve 
various experiences of loss in our lives. Tear Soup provides cooking tips to use in dealing with grief 
if you are the cook, if your friend is the cook, if a child is the cook, if you are longing to cook with an-
other, and/or if you just want to share in the recipes."  

Prayerfully Consider Upcoming Sunday Scriptures 
 

Every Tuesday at noon you are invited to join Neeley in prayerfully considering 
the upcoming week's worship scripture reading. We will participate in an art of 
reading scripture called Lectio Divina.  
 

You are welcome to gather in the Church Parlor or on Zoom.  
Tuesdays Noon-1:00pm. This study goes through May. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting 
 

We will have a monthly meeting every 2
nd
 Thurs-

day beginning May13th from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in 
the Martin Fellowship Hall. Bring any type of 
needle craft project you are working on and letôs 
fellowship together. COVID-19 guidelines must 
be practiced (masks worn correctly and distanc-
ing). There will be a devotion and then we will 
spend time working on our needle craft projects 
together. Contact person: Perri Walden 404-502-
9293 or perriwalden@charter.net 

 

Summer Opportunities to Nurture Your Faith 
 

Coming Soon! Won�¶t You Be My Neighbor? An intergenerational Sunday School offering for all 
ages to gather around the table and discuss community! Using Mr. Rogerôs as our guide, we will ex-
plore the neighborhood of FPC Covington! Join us starting June 4 at 10am in the Fellowship Hall for 
a time of community conversation! (All regular Sunday school classes will take a break this summer 
and resume in August.) 
 

Matthew 25 Bible Study to begin in June! Join the Racial Healing team on Tuesday evenings this 
summer to study this Holy Word. Save 6:30pm on Tuesday nights to gather around the table as we 
seek to be a Matthew 25 Church! 
 

Faith and Film coming to FPC this Summer! Bring your lawn chairs and a friend or two as we watch 
a movie together on the lawn of FPC! Our Racial Healing team will be offering a movie for us to view 
and discuss together. What about the kids? On the same night we will host a Pajama Party for our 
youngest disciples! More information to come! Save the Date: June 27

th
 at 5:30pm Faith and Film 

Night at FPC! 


